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Helping Kids Receive Salvation God’s Way
When God’s Rescue Becomes Real
Raising Christ-Centered Kids | Faith | Salvation
By Nancy Fujii, Founder & Teacher, L.I.G.H.T. Kingdom Kids®

“But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children
of God.” (John 1:12, ESV)

Key Takeaway
God saves us by His love and grace.

The Biblical Meaning of Salvation

Salvation is God’s great rescue plan. From the beginning, sin separated people from God’s
perfect love, but He never stopped loving us. He sent His Son, Jesus, to bring us back.
Salvation means being rescued from sin and made new, not by what we do, but by what Jesus
did.

When Jesus died and rose again, He defeated sin and death forever. Through Him, we are
forgiven, made clean, and welcomed into God’s family. The Bible says, “Everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Romans 10:13, ESV).

But salvation is more than rescue. It is a relationship. We are united with Christ, and His life
becomes ours: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17, ESV). Salvation
reorients our hearts to love and delight in God Himself: “Restore to me the joy of your

salvation” (Psalm 51:12, ESV). It changes not just our future, but our desires today.

Understanding When God’s Rescue Becomes Real

Kids often ask, “How do | know if I'm really saved?” The answer starts with trust—believing that
Jesus loves, forgives, and leads you. That is when faith begins to grow. Kids also think they
need to be perfect before God will save them. But the Bible says, “While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8, ESV). God does not wait for us to get it right. He meets us
where we are to save us from sin.
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Salvation becomes real when kids believe Jesus’ love is enough. Parents can nurture that trust
by celebrating grace moments when their child forgives, prays, or shows kindness. Each of
these is evidence of God’s rescue at work.

Practical Steps: Helping Kids Receive Salvation God’s Way

1. Tell God’s Rescue Story — Share how Jesus’ love changed your life. Kids understand
salvation best when they see grace in action.

2. Keep It Simple — Say it clearly: God loves you. We all do wrong. Jesus forgives and
helps us live His way.

3. Pray Naturally Together — Invite kids to talk to God about anything, even their
questions about faith.

4. Celebrate Grace Moments — Notice and name signs of God’s love shaping their
hearts.

5. Trust God’s Timing — Keep planting truth and let the Holy Spirit do the growing.

A Prayer to Receive God’s Gift of Salvation
If your child expresses a desire to trust Jesus, you can guide them in a prayer like this:

“Dear Jesus, thank You for loving me. | know I've done wrong and need Your
forgiveness. Thank You for dying for me and rising again. | trust You to lead my life
starting today. Thank You for saving me and making me part of Your family. Amen.”

Remind your child, this prayer does not make God love you more. It is how we say “yes” to the
love He already showed us.

Scripture for Parents and Kids

e “Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes
and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.” (Romans 10:9-10,
ESV)

e “But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
(Romans 5:8, ESV)

e “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9, ESV)

Encouragement for Parents

Every child’s journey with Jesus unfolds differently. Some sense His love early; others take
time. What matters most is that your home becomes a place where grace feels real, where
forgiveness, patience, and prayer point to Jesus. You don’t need perfect answers. Keep
modeling trust, hope, and gratitude. The same grace that saved you is already shaping your
child’s heart, drawing them closer to the God who saves.

CTMP Corner: Kingdom Kids in Action
e Connect: Share rescue stories, then link them to how God rescues us.
e Teach: Salvation is God’s gift, not something we earn.
e Model: Let your child see how you depend on grace each day.
¢ Pray: Thank God for His rescue and ask Him to help your family follow Him.
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